His Double Life is a great play

PLAY
continued from 1C

the No Jive stalf, | had to laugh
al my preconcelved notions. |
was wildly entertained and the
play addressed lots of deep-
scated Issues that affect our
community.

While It was mainly centered
around the hot topic of the
‘Down Low’ trend that has been
garnering nationwide attention
in the past year, the messages
presented were universal.

The play followed the life of
Matthew, a 27-year old suc-
cessful businessman with a
beautiful girlfriend, who Is liv-
ing & secretly gay lifestyle and
tackled many other true-to-life
issucs that we can all relate to,

Family division, alcoholism,
dishonesty, lorgiveness, Lrau:
matic childhood events and
unconditional love are Just
some of the arcas His Double
Life delves Into; each one man-
ested In the different charac-
ters In the play that are
authentic representations of
members of our community.

You have Vanessa Clark, the
polished and beautiful girl-
friend that any man would love
to have: Wynikka Jones, her
‘hoochie-mama’ best friend that
“lives life (o the fullest: Theo

Martin, Maltthew's best
friend/lover: Mama Brenda
Sanders, the strong Black

woman who exudes wisdom,
love and understanding:

Reverend James Sanders, the

alcoholic, mean-spirited
Reverend. who Is constantly
Judging his son, yet has many
issues himsell: and as men-
tioned before Matthew, the
sexy. successful businessman
who is living a lic and has a
stralned relationship with his
father.

In the end, all Is revealed.
Vanessa Ninally knows the truth
and is learning to cope with her
newfound reality: Wynikka is
no longer chasing after Theo;
Mama Sanders remains stead-
fast In her love for her family;
and Matthew and Reverend
Sanders lind themselves at the
start of a reconcillation. Past
behaviors have been explained

and long-standing wounds
have begun the healing
process,

Al the play's conclusion, |
was happy that 1 had come. |
had almost missed out on the
opportunity to nol only view an
outstanding show, but also get
u refresher course In uncondls
tonal love,

| was so impressed that | sat
down with Martin last week
and had an In-depth discus-
sion about the play, | asked
him what made them declde o
tackle such a controversial
topic and what he and the No
Jive staff hope to accomplish,

He sald that since the ‘Down
Low' trend was so hot and
especially alter waltching the
show Oprah did on It, they
were convinced It was some-
thing that neceded to be
addressed.

“All of our shows address
issues that are affecting the
communily. We don't sugar
coal anything because we're
going 1o stand out and be dif-
ferent. Right now there are no
plays out'there like His Double
Life,” Murtin sald..

Martin also sald that after
the show scveral people came
up to him and told him the
play had a huge Impact on
them. "One lady told me that
walching Vanessa go through
the hurt and pain of Matthew's
betrayal started a healing
process for her because she

had once been In a similar sit-
uation.”

According to Marlin, In order
for them to be so effective, It
took a lot of writing and rewrit-
ing from the No Jive stafl. They
did a lot of rescarch and made
sure they were as rcalistic as
possible. Martin worked hard
lo achleve authenticity
because he feels that “some-
times people can’t realize the
truth untl they actually see It
played out.”

“You would be surprised of
the men that are oul there on
the Down Low,” sald Martin.
“People should just be honest
about who they are,” he contin.
ved. "We strove to promote
honesty, love und unity."
Martin concluded,

On that mission, they were
very successful, More than a
play. His Double Life. s very
thought-provoking. If you're
anything lUke me, it will help
you to remember that you may
not alwuys approve of what
people do, bul It Is your respon-
sibility to love them for who

they are: a person created by
God

Due to the play's huge suc-
cess, His Double Life will be
showing again on November 17
and 18 at the Joseph Caleb
Auditorium. Be sure you check
it out. | guarantee you'll enjoy
it.

Because thelr primary goal Is
giving back to the community
and providing unity and aware-
noss through the arts, No Jive
Is currently secking Investors
to help them expand to other
areas 50 Lhis play's message
can benefll as many people us
possible, All donations are tax
deduclible.

To learn more about No Jive
Productions, visit them online
nl www.nojlveproductions.com.



