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Lazaro “Laz” Alonso, is a rare commod-
ity in Hollywood upper echelon of actors 
— he is a young, gifted man of color who 
has remained humble despite his grow-
ing list of accomplishments. His roots can 
be traced back to Cuba but he was born 
and raised in the hood — in Washington, 
D.C., where he says his parents moved so 
that they could make a better life for their 
only son. 

Alonso was one of many stars who 
were seen last week, posing for pictures 
and frequenting many of the hotspots in 
South Florida during the 15th Annual 
American Black Film Festival (ABFF). 
Fans may remember him from fi lms like 
Fast and Furious 4, Stomp the Yard, 
Avatar and Jumping the Broom. In fact, 
he has distinguished himself as one of 
the up-and-coming talents both on the 
silver screen and in television. And in his 
“spare time,” he dabbles in hip-hop and 
reggaeton music with “the Latin infl u-
ence” always apparent — he studied clas-
sical piano for seven years. 

He says he knew that he always wanted 
to be an actor, even standing in front of 
the mirror as a child to perform different 
roles, but delayed his dreams for more 
“realistic” opportunities — working on 
Wall Street in New York City at an invest-
ment banking fi rm after graduating from 
Howard University’s School of Business. 

“I worked for Merrill Lynch but I really 
hated it,” he said. “The work itself wasn’t 
hard — I just didn’t like Wall Street. 
When you’re doing something that isn’t 
your passion, it feels like you’re wasting 
time regardless of the money you’re mak-
ing.”

So what made the difference for Laz?     
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NO JIVE'
FOUNDER NIAL MARTIN MAKING HIS 

MARK IN SOUTH FLORIDA

By D. Kevin McNeir
kmcneir@miamitimesonline.om

Nial Martin knows the struggles that go with be-
ing a Black man in America. But when the issue 
of sexual identity is added to the mix, the com-
plexities become even more challenging. Now the 
founder and CEO of Miami-based No Jive Produc-
tions, Inc., founded in 1996, is bringing his stand-
out play that confronts all of these issues and 
more — “His Double Life” — back for an encore 
performance. 

And with a new cast of mostly local actors, a 
few surprise changes and the added bonus of the 
show being recorded for DVD fi lming, he thinks 
people will be more than satisfi ed with the produc-
tion. 

“His Double Life is the fi rst installment of a 
three-part series featuring Momma Sanders and 
the rest of her family,” Martin said. “One of our 
[No Jive Productions] goals is to open up dialogue 
within families so that there is better communica-
tion on a variety of issues. In this show the confl ict 
centers on a father who has diffi culty with his son 
because of his sexuality.” 

Jean Q, 28 and Britanny L. Smith, 23 are fea-
tured as Matthew Sanders (the embattled son) 
and Vanessa Clark (his girlfriend) who appear to 
be the perfect couple — longtime sweethearts 

since high school. But Matthew realizes that he is 
now harboring feelings for someone else — an-
other man named Theo Martin, played by Thomas 
Troy Brooks. And as he seeks clarity in his life, 
he fi nds himself walking down an unfamiliar and 
sometimes lonely path. 

“Black theater is needed to tell Black stories . . 
. it’s needed to stimulate audiences and arouse 
conversations about sensitive topics,” said Smith, 
a Miami native with Virgin Islands roots. “No Jive 
doesn’t play it safe in dealing with the theme 
of homosexuality, a less-than-perfect husband 
and the fragile relationship between a father 
and a son.” 

Jean Q, who has been acting for fi ve years, 
says that in many ways his real life mirrors 
the fi ctional character that he portrays. But 
even he has become more aware since be-
ing cast for the role. 

“Some will say that Matthew lives his 
double life as a lie but I disagree — he 
meant no harm and other sought approval 
and love,” Jean Q said. “But the key is 
that he wants people to accept him as he 
is not for what he isn’t. The show has caused me 
to reach back into my closet and feed on those 
moments of doubt I used to have about my sexual 
identity.”
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By Gene Demby

Spike Lee was recently feted at an ad in-
dustry event and honored with a lifetime 
achievement award for corporate brand-
building. But building the brand known 
as Spike Lee may have been his biggest 
accomplishment.

It's hard to remember now, but there was a 
time when the idea of the Air Jordan — the 
extravagantly colored Nike sneaker bearing 
the name of a certain bald basketball hero 
— was a novel, audacious idea. (Michael 
Jordan initially scoffed at the idea 
of wearing the shoes, saying they’d 
make him look like a clown, and 
the NBA went so far as to ban 
them.) That reaction by the league 
— and some iconic TV ads direct-
ed by Lee — helped make Michael 
Jordan and Nike totems of coun-
tercultural cool. (Jordan and     
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Spike Lee  gets Lifetime 
Achievement Award

By EURweb.com

“American Idol" judge Randy 
Jackson is looking to join Ander-
son Cooper and Katie 
Couric as newcomers 
in fall’s daytime talk 
show arena.

The Hollywood Re-
porter is citing sources 
who say Jackson, 
already a reality TV 
producer with MTV’s 
“Randy Jackson Pres-
ents America’s Best 
Dance Crew,” has been 
pitching a talk show 
concept to potential 
buyers around town. Despite his 
Grammy Award-winning music 
background, the show, which 
Jackson would front, would not be 
limited to musical guests.

“He wants to talk about things 
that will be hip next,” says one 
knowledgeable source. “He thinks 
he has his fi nger on the pulse.”

Meanwhile, “Ameri-
ca’s Best Dance Crew,” 
hosted by Mario Lopez, 
has been on the air for 
six seasons.

Earlier in his ca-
reer, Jackson spent 
eight years as the vice 
president of A&R at 
Columbia Records, fol-
lowed by four as senior 
vice president of A&R at 
MCA Records. He has 
also recorded, toured, 

performed and produced records 
for artists such as Madonna, 
Elton John and Whitney Houston, 
giving him plenty to chat about on 
a talk show.

Randy Jackson shopping 
for daytime talk show

JACKSON
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According to Mariea 
Broomfi eld, mother; her 
son, Alfred L. Broomfi eld 
followed the correct path of 
graduating from high school, 
Florida A&M University, fell in 
love with Tameka S. Holmes 
and took the step of 
matrimony recently 
at Signature Grand in 
Davie, Florida before 
family members, 
church members and 
friends.

The couple chose 
lavender and white 
as their colors and 
the Dee Dee Wilde 
Band to provide the 
music and entertainment. 
Rev. Dr. Craig P. Riley, Sr. 
was the offi ciant and Linda 
Blanco, wedding planner. The 
processional included Wynell 
and Willie Broomfi eld, 
grandparents of the  groom; 
Barbara J. Pusey and Sylvia 
Singleton, grandparents of 
the bride; Mariea and Alfred 
L. Broomfi eld I, parents of 
the groom; and Robin J. and 
David C. Singleton, parents of 
the bride. They all participated 
in the unity candlelight 
ceremony before taking their 
respective seats.

Other members of the 
bridal party entered with 
bridesmaids and groomsmen: 
Latoyer Hankerson and 
Matthew Jean, Novelle 
Tucker and David Hilbert, 
Vanessa Cololazo 
and Keno 
Thompson, Hope 
Johnson and 
Stanley Jacques, 
T e n e e s h a 
Smith, maid of 
honor; Michael 
Bowling, best 
man; Artranise 
Sawyer, maid 
of honor; Angel 
Tyson, matron of 
honor; Nyla Singleton, fl ower 
girl; and Darren Broomfi eld, 
ring bearer.

Brenda Thompson sang 
“The Lord’s Prayer,” while Dr. 

Riley performed 
the exchange 
of rings, vows, 
p r e s e n t a t i o n 
of the bride 
and groom and 
jumping of the broom. At the 

reception, the newlyweds 
led the recessional and 
danced the fi rst dance. 
Toasts were offered by 
the bridal party. Then 
the party, began with line 
dancing until after mid-
night.

The newlyweds thanked 
their parents and friends 
for making 
the marriage 

a memorable event 
and announced going 
to England on their 
honeymoon.

***************
An Evening of 

Elegance was provided 
for Pastor Johnny and 
Sister Ruby White, last 
Saturday, in the banquet room 
at Church of the Open Door 
with Pastor Cleophus Hall 
presiding over the gala event. 
The program began when the 
honorees received a standing 
ovation as pastor and wife took 
the seats in the royal chair.

Elder Jeremiah Davis led 
the “Praise and Worship” with 
the congregation, followed by 
a tribute from Miss Zamicha 
Carte and the South Florida 
Spiritual led by Bro. Malcolm 

Howard. The 
church members 
joined in by 
adding much 
spirit to the 
occasion, while 
the honorees 
nodded their 
heads in 
appreciation.

Rev. Janice 
H a y m a n 
A. Thomas 

had the honor of reading a 
proclamation from the Mayor 
of Miami-Dade County for the 
honorees 20 years of service 
in this community. She was 

joined by the 
South Florida 
Spiritual Singers 
and they brought 
the audience their 
feet rejoicing in 
the glory of the 
Lord. Apostle 
Buford Cochran 
delivered the 
message from 
Timothy 4:7 “I 

have fought a good fi ght, I’ve 
fi nished my course, I have kept 
the faith.” Pastor John Hick 
then blessed the food and the 
atmosphere change to quietly 
dining.

Following the dining, 
congratulations were given 
to Deborah Simmons for the 
decoration of the room and a 
big thank you from the people 

that were invited.
***************

Razor Sharp 
Ministries is just what 
they do. They are 
sharp with everything 
they do: Providing the 
First Annual Prayer 
Breakfast for Angels 
Deliverance under the 
direction of Apostle 

Sylvester Sampson, overseer/
senior pastor/evangelist/
prophetess/teacher; Evangelist 
Katrina Wright, president 
of Angel’s Deliverance; and 
appointed Minister Ditonya 
Bailey, vice president of 
Angel’s Deliverance.

The event held at 
the Church of the 
Open Door’s Banquet 
Room was fi lled with 
enthusiastic members 
sharing their attendance 
on the liturgical 
dancing of Wright, 
Bailey, Surina Head 
and Tifanny Leggett. 
Each one revealed their 
experience of using 
dancing as a ministry for God.

Wright started dancing at 
the age of fi ve at a ballet school 
and was able to pursue her 
passion when she reach the 
age of 19. She joined Razor 
Sharp’s Angels of Deliverance 
in February 2007.

Bailey indicated: 
“Ministering through dance 
gives me the freedom to 
express my feelings. For years 

I did not know 
how to express 
my feelings on 
the inside from 
the death of my 
grandparents 
and also 
growing up 
in foster care. 
I needed to 
release those 
pains and 

Angels of Deliverance Dance 
Ministry help me in 2006. I’m 
thankful and grateful to God 
for the gift that he has given 
unto me. I have truly become 
a DIVA: Divinely Inspired 
Victorious Anointed woman of 
God.”

Head indicated that she fell 
in love with dance as a young 
child growing up in the project 
and dance a lot through 
high school.  She joined 
Angels of Deliverance 
in 2007 and she uses 
her dancing to deal 
with life and personal 
situations.  “I learned 
that the anointing is 
what destroys the yoke.” 

Leggett starting 
dancing at the age of 
nine taking ballet and 
tap, while jazz followed. She 
indicated dancing is a way 
she expresses her emotions, 
whether she is happy or 
sad. “Some people relax by 
reading, writing, or talking, 
but I choose to dance. It got to 

the point where if my 
mother would asked 
me to dance for her 
company, I would not 
even think twice about 
it.”

All of them stated 
that for them to dance 
at any church program, 
call Apostle Sylvester 
Sampson, Jr. at 305-
691-4100. Much credit 

goes out to Evangelist Samona 
Bargman, Sister Maketa Pultz 
and Pastor Ebony Johnson, 
dynamic mistress of ceremony 
and the great Warriors of the 
Kingdom.

***************
Booker T. Washington High 

School Class of 1951 Celebrated 
it’s 60th Class Reunion. The 
activities included having 
breakfast at Jackson Soul 

Food Restaurant in Overtown 
on Friday; Fish Fry and Awards 
Night on Friday, as well as 
playing games; picnic at Arcola 
Lakes Park; Service at Kelly 
Chapel; and a Luncheon at Red 
Lobster, where the classmates 
conversation continued and 
the positive and negative 
moments brought back joy and 
sorrow.

The Class of ’51 
engaged themselves in 
playing tennis, sack 
race, touch football, 
while they waited to 
be served BBQ Ribs, 
chicken, hamburgers, 
hot dogs, water 
and sodas. Some of 
the classmates in 
attendance included Irvin 
“Bunkus” McFord, Mary M. 

R a w l s - S i m m o n s , 
Catherine Moon-
Green, Catherine 
M c C a r t n e y -
Armstead, Agnator 
Gordon-Nottage and 
husband Thomas 
Carl Smith of Ohio, 
Bernice Moxie-Carey, 
Eloise Thurston-
Cox, Rev. Thomas 
Samuel and wife 

Juanita from South Carolina, 
Oliver Stewart, Mary 
Moses Ray, Thelma 
B a i n - F e r g u s o n , 
Cynthia Strachan 
Forcer, Delores 
Roker, Gloria Juanita 
Humes, Margaret 
Thurman-Hubbard , 
Doris Burroughs 
Hyler, Lionel 
Ferguson, Bessie 
Cooper-Flowers, Gladstone 
Kemp, Ruth Jackson-Rolle, 
Catherine Russell and 
Barbara Royal.

Special guests were Carolyn 
Lewis, Rosie Marie Gooding, 
Michele White, Danice 
Johns, Charline and Elogia 
Preston, Johnnie Mae Jones 
and grandchildren from 
Tallahassee, Taya Walton, 
Kimberly Tarver, Debra 
McCartney, Mike McCartney, 
Edith Burr, Victoria Carey-
Simmons and Donnie Hill.    

***************
On Tuesday, June 28, one 

of the communities pillars, 
Alvilda Marie Ferguson Floyd 

Greene, died around 5 a.m. 
Thirty minutes later, the news 
traveled including Bethune-
Cookman University by 8:30 
a.m. where the request for her 
resolution was being prepared.

Greene was known as a prim, 
proper, and proactive person 
when her legacy began at BCU, 
continued at North Dade Jr. 

Sr. High as a physical 
education instructor 
and throughout the 
Miami-Dade County 
Public School System 
with her skills at Drew 
Middle, Henry Filer 
Middle, Miami Central, 
BTW, Miami Jackson, 
COPE North and Miami 
MacArthur North.

She was a member of the 
Church of God, St. James 
AME, New Birth Baptist 
Cathedral, Sigma Gamma 
Rho, life member of BAF, BCU 
Alumni, Dorsey Alumni, Red 
Hatters, AARP, NAACP and 
many more.

Her immediate family 
engendered resolutions from 
Congresswoman Frederica 
S. Wilson that was sent to 
Washington, D.C. to be recorded 
in history. Other resolutions 
came from Bethune-Cookman, 

Mt. Herman AME, 
New Birth and a 
powerful ritual from 
the sorors of Sigma 
Gamma Rho. Georgia 
Ayers indicated how 
benevolent she was 
each time death was 
in her family, as well 
as many of her loving 
friends.

More importantly, others will 
miss her beginning with Apryl, 
Trenae and Wandanne, Harold 
Ferguson, granddaughters 
Lauren and Madison Jones, 
Vera Knowles, Tomasina 
Ferguson, Anthony 
Ferguson, Harold Ferguson 
III, Beverly Owens, Donna 
Edwards, Anthony Barnett, 
Angela Barnett, Raymond 
Alexander, Derrick Barnett, 
Pamela Hines, LaChelle 
Reddick, LaChan Knowles 
and Keisha Lindsey. As 
Bishop Victor Curry stated in 
his eulogy, “She won the fi ght! 
She fi nished her course! And 
she kept the faith.”

Chatter That Matters
 By Dr. Richard Strachan

Hearty congratulations to 
Melissa Ebony Meadows 
and Reginald Dillard 
Madison Smith who married 
on July 2 at Holy Redeemer 
Catholic Church. Melissa 
is the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Harold Meadows 
and the granddaughter of 
Thelma Meadows-Dean. 
Their lovely reception was 
held at Florida International 
University.

Atheria Glass Ingraham 
died last Tuesday, June 
28 at Jackson Memorial 
Hospital. Sympathy to all of 
her family. She is a pioneer 
Miami and a graduate of 
BTW in 1944.

Get well wishes and our 
best wishes goes out to the 
following sick and shut-ins: 
Rachel Reeves, Willie Pearl 
porter, Otis Davis, Harold 
Braynon, Bonnie Newbold-
Stirrup, Inez McKinney-
Johnson, Naomi Allen-
Adams,  Ebenezer Edwards, 
Sue Francis, Dwight 
L. Jackson, Nathaniel 

G o r d o n , 
F r e d r i c k a 
J a c k s o n 
Fisher, Willie 
Williams, Ernestine Ross-
Collins, Theodore Dean, 
Rose Mary Braynon, Grace 
Heastie-Patterson, Yvonne 
Johnson-Gaitor, Diana 
Ferguson, Alice Bowe and 
Marian Shannon.

It is always my pleasure 
to congratulate my former 
student Jacqueline Charles, 
Miami Herald reporter, who 
won the Paul Hansell award 
named in honor of a longtime 
Florida bureau chief for 
the Associated Press. 
Charles also won for the 
best reporting. Jacqueline 
did an excellent job on her 
coverage of the 2010 Haiti 
earthquake.

Hearty congratulations 
goes out to the Reverend 
Father Samuel J. Browne, 
who is thankful for being 
able to see and enjoy his 
52nd anniversary to the 
Deaconate on July 4.

Wedding anniversary 
greetings go out to the 
following couples: Henry 
and Shearl D. Agarrat 
on July 4; David J. and 
Normita Williams, their 
34th on July 7; Thomas and 
Charlie Albury, Jr., their 
33rd on July 8.

B e t h u n e - C o o k m a n 
University Miami Dade 
Alumni members who 
were in attendance at the 
National Alumni Convention 
held in Nassau, Bahamas 
on June 16-19: Carol 
Weatherington, president; 
Audley Coakley, vice 
president; Elestine M. 
Allen, Shirlyon McWhorter, 
Elsie Stewart, Robin 
Moncur, Johnny McCray, 
Esq., Gladezz McCoy, 
Charlie Davis, Dorothy 
Davis, Chiquita Davis, 
Audrey Strachan, Dorothy 
Saunders, Patricia Harper, 
John Williams and Annette 
Williams.

U.S. Congresswoman 
Frederica Wilson was 
awarded the Dr. Mary 
McLeod Bethune Visionary 
award.

Mark you calendar! Join 
the gang in Saint Agnes 

Parish Hall on Friday, July 
22. There will be a live D.J. 
music for everyone. BYOB 
and BYOF.

Shaquille O’Neal said 
goodbye to basketball after 
10 years on the court. We 
wish you the best Shaq in 
whatever work you may now 
partake.

More than 200 women from 
Episcopal congregations 
around the diocese gathered 
last month at Grace Church 
in West Palm Beach for the 
42nd annual meeting of the 
diocesan Episcopal Church 
Women (ECW). The theme 
was “Many Paths, One 
Journey.” Newly-elected 
offi cers elected and installed 
Rose Brown, president; 
Gloria Clausell, fi rst 
vice president/president-
elect; Eugenie Henry, 
recording secretary; Rev. 
Doris Ingraham, triennial 
delegate/social justice 
offi cer; Jacky Lowe, advisor 
on missions; Marie Gaston, 
Haitian advisor; and Sandra 
Powell, parliamentarian. 
All newly elected offi cers 
will serve a three-year term. 
Lillie Clarke is the outgoing 
president. Congrats ladies!

People
 By Anna Sweeting
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Poetry Corner
By Gina Pruett ~ Miami, FL

My sista, my sista
You, you want green eyes, me I want brown
You want that straight hair that you can let down
While I want my freeze curls, my braids on my waves, I thank
It’s tight an it last fo days
While you thank you lips, butt and hips are too fat
My sista, my sista what I give fo that
See I want you skin, ya nose and yo ears and I want yo strength
To fi ght off the tears
And I want yo heart, that’s so dear, that keeps it together
Thru out the years artistical funk
Yo rhythm, yo rhyme
Givin one chance
Givin one time
To be a sista, a sista like you
Oh what I would give
Oh what i would do
Now me i said that just to say this without a sista
Me I would miss cause all that i am
An all that i be
Comes from that sista that lives within me

LEE
continued from 1C

Nike as upstarts thumbing 
their noses at the corporate 
status quo? That was clearly 
a long time ago.)

So too it is with Lee. We 
take his ubiquity — holler-
ing at the opposing team at 
Knicks games, public speak-
ing, weighing in on the po-
litical issues of the day, and 
yes, directing provocative 
fi lms — as a given, as if that 
stuff is par for the course for 
temperamental indie fi lm di-
rectors whose movies are not 
all that lucrative. But Lee 
has remained part of the cul-
tural conversation because of 
shrewd self-promotion, and 
it all started with those Nike 
ads, in which he played the 
fast-talking, pushy basketball 
fan Mars Blackmon alongside 
Jordan.

Those early commercials 
helped transform the strug-
gling fi lm director into a media 

mainstay complete with his 
own catchphrase. ("It's gotta 
be the shoes!") "I can't defi ne 
[my brand]," Lee said at the 
event. "But I knew early on, 
I'd have to create some kind 
of persona behind my name, 
because companies weren't 
going to spend millions of dol-
lars to promote my fi lms... Do 
The Right Thing opened same 
day as Batman... We can't 
take out full page ads in The 
New York Times the same day 
Batman opens... so we had to 
do other stuff."

Lee has complained that he 
still struggles to get funding 
for his fi lm projects, despite 
the success of 2006's Inside 
Man, his biggest box offi ce 
hit. (He's still keeping busy 
with ad work, most recently 
for MSNBC’s “Lean Forward” 
campaign.) Which makes you 
wonder if Lee's built his per-
sona — the irascible, perpet-
ually aggrieved perfectionist 
who's hard to work with — a 
little too well.

Filmmaker receives grand award

NO JIVE
continued from 1C 

Assistant Director Joseph 
Reed III said that the show 
isn’t just about a brother on 
the down low — its focus is 
more on the secrets that we all 
“hold prisoner in the dark” that 
eventually will come to light. 

Martin is the show’s writer 
and director and in his stead 
as the founder of No Jive, he 
has been dedicated to chang-
ing the lives of youth and 
adults through the medium of 
live theater since 1996. 

As for Tyler Perry, Martin 
says he is honored by the com-
parison but thinks his work 

and his theater company of-
fer something unique and 
different from the more co-

medic productions of Perry.                   
Reed agrees. 

“No Jive shows are more 

hard core, straight to the 
point, throw it in your face 
type of shows focusing on real 
life situations,” Reed said. 

Martin has had more than 
his share of bumps and bruis-
es throughout his life, includ-
ing the emptiness that comes 
from never having a relation-
ship with his own father. But 
he uses that to inform his work 
and help others with similar 
challenges. And the result is 
“pure magic.” 

The show begins at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Joseph Caleb Center 
Auditorium on Saturday, July 
16th. For tickets go to www.
nojiveproductions.org or call 
305-636-2350.

“His Double Life” will make you laugh and cry

The cast of "His Double Life"


