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NO JIVE's
JIVE's
“His DOUBLE Life
FOUNDER NI A L M A RTIN M A K ING HIS
M A R K IN SOUT H FLOR IDA

By D. Kevin McNeir
kmcneir@miamitimesonline.om
Nial Martin knows the struggles that go with being a Black man in America. But when the issue
of sexual identity is added to the mix, the complexities become even more challenging. Now the
founder and CEO of Miami-based No Jive Productions, Inc., founded in 1996, is bringing his standout play that confronts all of these issues and
more — “His Double Life” — back for an encore
performance.
And with a new cast of mostly local actors, a
few surprise changes and the added bonus of the
show being recorded for DVD ﬁlming, he thinks
people will be more than satisﬁed with the production.
“His Double Life is the ﬁrst installment of a
three-part series featuring Momma Sanders and
the rest of her family,” Martin said. “One of our
[No Jive Productions] goals is to open up dialogue
within families so that there is better communication on a variety of issues. In this show the conﬂict
centers on a father who has difﬁculty with his son
because of his sexuality.”
Jean Q, 28 and Britanny L. Smith, 23 are featured as Matthew Sanders (the embattled son)
and Vanessa Clark (his girlfriend) who appear to
be the perfect couple — longtime sweethearts

since high school. But Matthew realizes that he is
now harboring feelings for someone else — another man named Theo Martin, played by Thomas
Troy Brooks. And as he seeks clarity in his life,
he ﬁnds himself walking down an unfamiliar and
sometimes lonely path.
“Black theater is needed to tell Black stories . .
. it’s needed to stimulate audiences and arouse
conversations about sensitive topics,” said Smith,
a Miami native with Virgin Islands roots. “No Jive
doesn’t play it safe in dealing with the theme
of homosexuality, a less-than-perfect husband
and the fragile relationship between a father
and a son.”
Jean Q, who has been acting for ﬁve years,
says that in many ways his real life mirrors
the ﬁctional character that he portrays. But
even he has become more aware since being cast for the role.
“Some will say that Matthew lives his
double life as a lie but I disagree — he
meant no harm and other sought approval
and love,” Jean Q said. “But the key is
that he wants people to accept him as he
is not for what he isn’t. The show has caused me
to reach back into my closet and feed on those
moments of doubt I used to have about my sexual
identity.”
Please turn to NO JIVE 2C

AFRO-CUBAN/ACTOR

Laz Alonso

embraces his heritage
Star of "Jumping the Broom"
featured at Black ﬁlm festival

—Photo credit: Xavier Wilson

By D. Kevin McNeir
kmcneir@miamitimesonline.om
Lazaro “Laz” Alonso, is a rare commodity in Hollywood upper echelon of actors
— he is a young, gifted man of color who
has remained humble despite his growing list of accomplishments. His roots can
be traced back to Cuba but he was born
and raised in the hood — in Washington,
D.C., where he says his parents moved so
that they could make a better life for their
only son.
Alonso was one of many stars who
were seen last week, posing for pictures
and frequenting many of the hotspots in
South Florida during the 15th Annual
American Black Film Festival (ABFF).
Fans may remember him from ﬁ lms like
Fast and Furious 4, Stomp the Yard,
Avatar and Jumping the Broom. In fact,
he has distinguished himself as one of
the up-and-coming talents both on the
silver screen and in television. And in his
“spare time,” he dabbles in hip-hop and
reggaeton music with “the Latin inﬂuence” always apparent — he studied classical piano for seven years.
He says he knew that he always wanted
to be an actor, even standing in front of
the mirror as a child to perform different
roles, but delayed his dreams for more
“realistic” opportunities — working on
Wall Street in New York City at an investment banking ﬁrm after graduating from
Howard University’s School of Business.
“I worked for Merrill Lynch but I really
hated it,” he said. “The work itself wasn’t
hard — I just didn’t like Wall Street.
When you’re doing something that isn’t
your passion, it feels like you’re wasting
time regardless of the money you’re making.”
So what made the difference for Laz?
Please turn to ALONSO 6C

Spike Lee gets Lifetime
Achievement Award
By Gene Demby
Spike Lee was recently feted at an ad industry event and honored with a lifetime
achievement award for corporate brandbuilding. But building the brand known
as Spike Lee may have been his biggest
accomplishment.
It's hard to remember now, but there was a
time when the idea of the Air Jordan — the
extravagantly colored Nike sneaker bearing
the name of a certain bald basketball hero
— was a novel, audacious idea. (Michael
Jordan initially scoffed at the idea
of wearing the shoes, saying they’d
make him look like a clown, and
the NBA went so far as to ban
them.) That reaction by the league
— and some iconic TV ads directed by Lee — helped make Michael
Jordan and Nike totems of countercultural cool. (Jordan and
Please turn to LEE 2C

Randy Jackson shopping
for daytime talk show
By EURweb.com

“He wants to talk about things
that will be hip next,” says one
knowledgeable source. “He thinks
“American Idol" judge Randy
he has his ﬁnger on the pulse.”
Jackson is looking to join AnderMeanwhile, “Amerison Cooper and Katie
ca’s Best Dance Crew,”
Couric as newcomers
hosted by Mario Lopez,
in fall’s daytime talk
has been on the air for
show arena.
six seasons.
The Hollywood ReEarlier in his caporter is citing sources
reer, Jackson spent
who say Jackson,
eight years as the vice
already a reality TV
president of A&R at
producer with MTV’s
Columbia Records, fol“Randy Jackson Preslowed by four as senior
ents America’s Best
vice president of A&R at
Dance Crew,” has been
MCA Records. He has
pitching a talk show
JACKSON
also recorded, toured,
concept to potential
performed and produced records
buyers around town. Despite his
for artists such as Madonna,
Grammy Award-winning music
Elton John and Whitney Houston,
background, the show, which
Jackson would front, would not be giving him plenty to chat about on
a talk show.
limited to musical guests.

Blacks Must Control Their Own Destiny
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Chatter That Matters

People
By Anna Sweeting
Hearty congratulations to
Melissa Ebony Meadows
and
Reginald
Dillard
Madison Smith who married
on July 2 at Holy Redeemer
Catholic Church. Melissa
is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs.
Harold
Meadows
and the granddaughter of
Thelma
Meadows-Dean.
Their lovely reception was
held at Florida International
University.
Atheria Glass Ingraham
died last Tuesday, June
28 at Jackson Memorial
Hospital. Sympathy to all of
her family. She is a pioneer
Miami and a graduate of
BTW in 1944.
Get well wishes and our
best wishes goes out to the
following sick and shut-ins:
Rachel Reeves, Willie Pearl
porter, Otis Davis, Harold
Braynon, Bonnie NewboldStirrup, Inez McKinneyJohnson, Naomi AllenAdams, Ebenezer Edwards,
Sue
Francis,
Dwight
L.
Jackson,
Nathaniel

G o r d o n ,
Fredricka
J a c k s o n
Fisher,
Willie
Williams, Ernestine RossCollins, Theodore Dean,
Rose Mary Braynon, Grace
Heastie-Patterson, Yvonne
Johnson-Gaitor,
Diana
Ferguson, Alice Bowe and
Marian Shannon.
It is always my pleasure
to congratulate my former
student Jacqueline Charles,
Miami Herald reporter, who
won the Paul Hansell award
named in honor of a longtime
Florida bureau chief for
the
Associated
Press.
Charles also won for the
best reporting. Jacqueline
did an excellent job on her
coverage of the 2010 Haiti
earthquake.
Hearty
congratulations
goes out to the Reverend
Father Samuel J. Browne,
who is thankful for being
able to see and enjoy his
52nd anniversary to the
Deaconate on July 4.

Wedding
anniversary
greetings go out to the
following couples: Henry
and Shearl D. Agarrat
on July 4; David J. and
Normita Williams, their
34th on July 7; Thomas and
Charlie Albury, Jr., their
33rd on July 8.
Bethune-Cookman
University
Miami
Dade
Alumni
members
who
were in attendance at the
National Alumni Convention
held in Nassau, Bahamas
on June 16-19: Carol
Weatherington, president;
Audley
Coakley,
vice
president;
Elestine
M.
Allen, Shirlyon McWhorter,
Elsie
Stewart,
Robin
Moncur, Johnny McCray,
Esq.,
Gladezz
McCoy,
Charlie Davis, Dorothy
Davis,
Chiquita
Davis,
Audrey Strachan, Dorothy
Saunders, Patricia Harper,
John Williams and Annette
Williams.
U.S.
Congresswoman
Frederica
Wilson
was
awarded the Dr. Mary
McLeod Bethune Visionary
award.
Mark you calendar! Join
the gang in Saint Agnes

Parish Hall on Friday, July
22. There will be a live D.J.
music for everyone. BYOB
and BYOF.
Shaquille
O’Neal said
goodbye to basketball after
10 years on the court. We
wish you the best Shaq in
whatever work you may now
partake.
More than 200 women from
Episcopal
congregations
around the diocese gathered
last month at Grace Church
in West Palm Beach for the
42nd annual meeting of the
diocesan Episcopal Church
Women (ECW). The theme
was “Many Paths, One
Journey.”
Newly-elected
ofﬁcers elected and installed
Rose
Brown, president;
Gloria
Clausell,
ﬁrst
vice
president/presidentelect;
Eugenie
Henry,
recording secretary; Rev.
Doris Ingraham, triennial
delegate/social
justice
ofﬁcer; Jacky Lowe, advisor
on missions; Marie Gaston,
Haitian advisor; and Sandra
Powell,
parliamentarian.
All newly elected ofﬁcers
will serve a three-year term.
Lillie Clarke is the outgoing
president. Congrats ladies!

“His Double Life” will make you laugh and cry
NO JIVE

continued from 1C
Assistant Director Joseph
Reed III said that the show
isn’t just about a brother on
the down low — its focus is
more on the secrets that we all
“hold prisoner in the dark” that
eventually will come to light.
Martin is the show’s writer
and director and in his stead
as the founder of No Jive, he
has been dedicated to changing the lives of youth and
adults through the medium of
live theater since 1996.
As for Tyler Perry, Martin
says he is honored by the comparison but thinks his work

The cast of "His Double Life"
and his theater company offer something unique and
different from the more co-

medic productions of Perry.
Reed agrees.
“No Jive shows are more

hard core, straight to the
point, throw it in your face
type of shows focusing on real
life situations,” Reed said.
Martin has had more than
his share of bumps and bruises throughout his life, including the emptiness that comes
from never having a relationship with his own father. But
he uses that to inform his work
and help others with similar
challenges. And the result is
“pure magic.”
The show begins at 7:30 p.m.
at the Joseph Caleb Center
Auditorium on Saturday, July
16th. For tickets go to www.
nojiveproductions.org or call
305-636-2350.

Poetry Corner
By Gina Pruett ~ Miami, FL

My sista, my sista
You, you want green eyes, me I want brown
You want that straight hair that you can let down
While I want my freeze curls, my braids on my waves, I thank
It’s tight an it last fo days
While you thank you lips, butt and hips are too fat
My sista, my sista what I give fo that
See I want you skin, ya nose and yo ears and I want yo strength
To fight off the tears
And I want yo heart, that’s so dear, that keeps it together
Thru out the years artistical funk
Yo rhythm, yo rhyme
Givin one chance
Givin one time
To be a sista, a sista like you
Oh what I would give
Oh what i would do
Now me i said that just to say this without a sista
Me I would miss cause all that i am
An all that i be
Comes from that sista that lives within me

Filmmaker receives grand award
LEE

continued from 1C
Nike as upstarts thumbing
their noses at the corporate
status quo? That was clearly
a long time ago.)
So too it is with Lee. We
take his ubiquity — hollering at the opposing team at
Knicks games, public speaking, weighing in on the political issues of the day, and
yes, directing provocative
ﬁ lms — as a given, as if that
stuff is par for the course for
temperamental indie ﬁ lm directors whose movies are not
all that lucrative. But Lee
has remained part of the cultural conversation because of
shrewd self-promotion, and
it all started with those Nike
ads, in which he played the
fast-talking, pushy basketball
fan Mars Blackmon alongside
Jordan.
Those early commercials
helped transform the struggling ﬁ lm director into a media

mainstay complete with his
own catchphrase. ("It's gotta
be the shoes!") "I can't deﬁne
[my brand]," Lee said at the
event. "But I knew early on,
I'd have to create some kind
of persona behind my name,
because companies weren't
going to spend millions of dollars to promote my ﬁ lms... Do
The Right Thing opened same
day as Batman... We can't
take out full page ads in The
New York Times the same day
Batman opens... so we had to
do other stuff."
Lee has complained that he
still struggles to get funding
for his ﬁ lm projects, despite
the success of 2006's Inside
Man, his biggest box ofﬁce
hit. (He's still keeping busy
with ad work, most recently
for MSNBC’s “Lean Forward”
campaign.) Which makes you
wonder if Lee's built his persona — the irascible, perpetually aggrieved perfectionist
who's hard to work with — a
little too well.

