No Jive Productions brings reality to the stage

By Isheka Harrison

When James Achille, PR coordinator for No
Jive Productions. approached me about doing
an article on the Miami-based nonproflt theatre
company's latest play, His Double Life, Uil
admil, | was torn,

As a Christian, | don't endorse lifestyles that |
dan't belleve in. Because | had no idea what
message the play's creators were rying 1o pro-
mole, | was alrald that covering the play would
make me guilty of compromise.

1 even wenl Lo my editor and told her tha |
wasn'L sure i | could do the story. | kepl put-
Ung 1L olf, yet the story just would not go away.

Alter being pul in touch with No Jive's presi-
dent and CEO, Nial Marun, | learned thal the
play was really aboul honesty, unity and love.
He sald they wanted o get people 1o under-
stand, "you don’t have (o agree with what | do,
but just love me for who I am.”

The night of the production, I was sull skeptl-
cal. As | sal walling for the show Lo start, |
looked around at all the dilferent types of peo-
ple in the audience. In the Caleb Center's audi-
torlum was & small melling pot. And then, cur-
Lains.

As | watched the orlginal drama penned by
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the No Jive staff, 1 had to laugh
al my preconceived notlons. |
was wildly entertained and the
play addressed lots of deep-
seated lssues thal affect our
community.

While Il was mainly centered
around the hot tlopie of the
‘Down Low’ trend that has been
garnering nationwide attentlon
in the past year, the messages
presented were universal.

The play followed the lfe of
Matthew, a 27-year old suc-

In the end, all is revealed.
vanessa finally knows the truth
and Is learning Lo cope with her
newfound reality;: Wynikka Is
no longer chasing after Theo;
Mama Sanders remains stead-
fast In her love for her family:
and Matthew and Reverend
Sanders find themselves at the
start of a reconcillation. Past

had onee been in a similar sit-
uation.”

According to Martin, In order
for them to be so elfective, It |
took a lot of writing and rewrit- |
ing from the No Jive stall. They |
did a lot of research and made
sure they were as realistic as
possible. Martin worked hard
] achleve authenticity
b he fecls that “some-

bek have been exg
and long-standing wounds
have begun the healing
Process,

Al the play's conclusion, [
was happy that | had come. 1
had almost missed oul on the

cessiul with a
beautiful grliviend, whe is liv-
Ing @ secretly gay lestyle and
tackled many other true-to-iife
issues that we can all relate 1o,

Family division. alcoholism,
dishonesty, (orgiveness. trau
matic childhood events and
unconditlonal love are jusi
some of the areas His Double
Life delves into; each one man-
\ested tn the different charac-

PP y 1o nol only view an
outstanding show, bul also get
u relresher course In uncondi-
tonal love,

1 was so impressed that | sal
down with Martin last week
and had an in-depth discus-
slon about the play. | asked
him what made them decide to
tackle such o controversial
taple and what he and the No
Jive staff hope to accomplish.

He sald that since the "Down

lers In the play that are
authentie representations of  Low' trend was so0 hot and
i of our lly after
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You have Vanessa Clark, the
polished and beautiful girl-
friend that any man would love
to have: Wynikka Jones, her
‘hoochie-mama’ best friend that
lives lfe to the fullest: Theo

show Oprah did on W, they
were convinced It was some-
thing that needed to be
addressed.

“All of our shows address
ssues that are affecting the
y. We don'l sugar

Martin. s best
friend/lover: Mama Brenda
Sanders, the sitrong Black
waman who exudes wisdom,
love and understanding:
Reverend James Sanders, the
aleaholic, mean-spirited

d, who Is ly
Judging his son. yet has many
jssues himself: and as men-
tioned before Matthew, the

coat anything because we're
going lo stand out and be dif-
ferent. Right now there are no
plays out'there ke His Double
Life,” Mariin sald..

Martin also sald that after
the show several people came
up to him and told him the
play had a huge Impacl on
them. “One lady told me that

sexy, successful
who is Iving a ke and has a
strulned relationship with his
father.

go through
the hurt and paln of Matthew's
betrayal started a  healing
process for her because she

tmes people can't realize the
truth untl they actually see it
played out.”

“You would be surprised of
the men that are out there on
the Down Low.” said Martin.
“People should just be honest
about who they are,” he contin-
ued. "We sirove lo promole
honesty, love und unity.” |
Muartin concluded,

On that mission, they were
very succesaful, More than a
play, His Double Life. 1s very
thought-provoking. I you're
anything Uke me, It will help
you to remember (hat you may
nol always approve of what
people do, bul It s your respon-
sibility to love them for who
they are: a person created by
L&

od.

Due to the play's huge suc-
cess, His Double Life will be
showing again on November 17
and 18 at the Joseph Caleb
Auditorium. Be sure you check
it out. | guaraniee you'll enjoy
.

Because thelr primary goal Is
giving back lo the community
and providing unity and aware-
ness Lhrough the arts, No Jive
Is eurrently secking Invesiors
to help them expand to other
areas so Lhis play's message
can benefll as many people as
possible. All donatlons are lax
deductible.

To kearn more about No Jive
Productions, visit them online
nt www.nojlveproduciions.com.




