


MISSION STATEMENT

To provide a diverse multi-cultural group of minority youth and adults in the community 

an opportunity to explore new avenues of learning and self-expressions through the fine 

arts that will serve to shape their dreams and develop their minds into mature responsible 

men and women.

VISION STATEMENT

We will work to maintain a leadership role within the community by enthusiastically 

embracing new ideas and emerging technologies that support our mission. Our strategy 

will include developing and nurturing key strategic alliances with partners whose products, 

missions or visions support our own.

VALUE STATEMENT

Every member of No Jive Productions Inc is committed to meeting the needs and 

exceeding the expectations of our customers and colleagues with honesty, integrity and 

accountability. We work together as member of the same team and are accountable for 

our individual actions. We value the contributions of our co-workers and treat each other 

with respect.

We do not take stability and growth for granted and continuously work to improve what 

we do and the way we do it with our talent, employee, employers and customers in mind.

We Lead By Example...1



WRITER / DIRECTOR / PRODUCER / AUTHOR
NIAL MARTIN

A native of Miami, Florida, Nial A. Martin was born May 9, 1979. His ambition, magnanimous deeds, and passion for the arts 
have distinguished him as a rising star on the South Florida arts scene. Emerging from a past of filled with pain and unrest; he 
has transcended his work in such a way that allowed fellow actors and audiences to be released from their pain through his 
words and actions. His company, No Jive Productions, Inc. was founded on February 25, 1995, and incorporated on March 
29, 1996. This organization is a non-profit entertainment entity created to foster talent, promote artistry in the truest sense, 

and inspire audiences everywhere with pride, dignity, and respect. No Jive, 
Inc. is an extension of Nial’s commitment of providing the underserved 

residents of the South Florida area opportunities to achieve and excel 
in their personal, civic and academic endeavors through exposure 
to the performing arts. This commitment has and will continue to 
be a conduit for some of Miami’s most talented artists. The credo 
stating, “Anyone can become a winner in all aspects of their lives” 
is actualized and nurtured through live stage performance, art 
training, and  artist showcases. 

A graduated from Allison Academy in North Miami Beach Florida 
and the Art Institute of Fort Lauderdale, Nial began acting at the 
age of seven.  Nial was a shy child growing up and theater was a 
way for him to shine bright.  He made his debut in the motion picture 
“Fair Game” starring Cindy Crawford. For nine years, he performed 
with the Coconut Grove Children’s Theatre. He has appeared in 
television commercials for Nike, Burger King, 163rd Street Mall, 

Wendy’s and the Dade County School Board just to name a 
few. His outstanding work in the South Florida community 

has been consistently acknowledged.  From donating 
his time to speak at local community organizations 

and schools he has inspired other young people to 
reach for their dreams.   Nial has been recognized 

throughout South Florida by WEDR 99 Jamz On-Air 
Personality/Public Service Director, Cheryl Mizell 
and received a certificate of appreciation from 
the City of Miami and Robert Renick Educational 
Center. Miami Dade County Commissioner Betty 
T. Ferguson presented Nial with a congratulatory 
letter in recognition of his outstanding work and 
contribution to the arts and was designated 
Ambassador of the Arts by the Miami Dade 
County Board of Commissioners. These and 
other accolades for his remarkable community 
achievements lead to the distinct honor of 
working in the House of Representatives, 
alongside Willie Logan. 

Not resting on his past successes, Nial Martin 
is marching boldly into the future with his heart 
wide open. He will continue to offer timely and 
innovative art programming to South Florida 
area and share his story with other parts of 
the country as he ventures out to tour his 

original stage play “His Double Life”. No Jive 
Inc. is constantly expanding its audience base 

to have a larger regional presence throughout 
the Southeast, representing Miami, Florida with 

pride. “There are so many people who just need 
to be inspired. If you work hard and believe in your 
vision, anything is possible. We all want to make 

a difference with our work and how we live our 
lives.”  -Nial A. Martin

Love and 
give love 
from the 
heart.

“

“
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His Double Life is a play that tells the story of a young man who craves 

the unconditional love of his father but finds that no matter what he does, 

he is unable to measure up. But he faces even more serious obstacles 

that threaten to destroy the relationship with his high school sweetheart 

and one day wife, tear his family apart and cause an irreconcilable breach 

between him and his father. The play illustrates how toxic secrets can be 

to a family’s well-being and explores problems that many families endure 

alcoholism, life-threatening illnesses and hidden sexual desires. In the 

end His Double Life provides us with a view of what can happen when 

we accept the differences that exist in others and shows that no matter 

how terrible things may seem, love can still conquer all.

“Closet Packed With Secrets”
- Miami Herald

HIS DOUBLE LIFE SYNOPSIS
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Reverend James E. Sanders, Dad
Rev. Sanders is the pillar of the community. He is 55 years old and has been a pastor of the 
community church for numerous years. He has been diagnosed with a life threatening disease 
(because of drinking) that requires a kidney transplant.  The only person able to help him is his (D.L.) 
son Matthew. Rev. Sanders is an opinionated alcoholic who physically and emotionally abuses his 
wife Brenda.

Matthew Sanders, Son “DL”
Matthew is an All American High School athlete who graduated with honors from Howard University. 
He has a muscular build which carried over from his high school years (being the star quarterback). 
His girlfriend Vanessa, who is now his fiancée, is his high school sweetheart. Matthew’s age range is 
22-25 and handsome. His job title is the General Manager of the 7 Seasons Hotel.

Brenda Sanders, Mom
Brenda is an elementary school teacher and despite her husband’s abuse, she hangs on his every 
word. She’s who keeps this family together. She is 55 years of age. No matter what her husband 
does, she always agrees with him, until now.

Vanessa Clark, Matthews’ Girlfriend/Fiancée
Vanessa is the high school sweetheart of Matthew Sanders. Vanessa is very much in love and sees 
no other man as her husband. She is a Marketing Manager for BMI 22-25 years of age. Vanessa is 
looking forward to this dinner with the Sanders family with hopes of Matthew proposing. 

Wynikka Jones, Vanessa’s best friend from childhood
Wynikka is ghetto and ghetto is. She is wild and loud and doesn’t care who knows it. She is fast 
and anytime she has a chance to chase a boy, guy or man, she does it. Wynikka is the manager of 
Walmart between the ages of 22-25 years old. 

Theo Martin, Matthews’ best friend
Theo is Matthew’s best friend from high school and through college. He is just like one of Matthew’s 
brothers. He and Matthew are inseparable, (more than anyone knows). Theo is the head chef at the 
7 Seasons Hotel 21-25 years of age, muscular build and very handsome.
 
Cheryl Jones-Sanders Vanessa and Wynikka’s close friend and married to  
Matthews’ brother Tim
Cheryl is married to Tim Sanders whom she met and dated while in high school with the gang. She 
graduated from Fisk University with a degree in Accounting. Cheryl is somewhat grandiose but 
humble. She is 22-25 years of age.

Doctor Curtis Harvey
Doctor Harvey is speaking to Vanessa about 10 stages to know when your man is on the DL. He 
is also talking about AIDS, HIV, sexuality and statistics regarding these problems plaguing our 
communities.

CHARACTER BREAKDOWN
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Scene 1 - The Conversation
While arriving to the family Bed and Breakfast, Matthew, Vanessa and Theo were walking in. 
Matthew receives a phone call from his parents. The phone call only upsets him because the 
parents only wanted to know when Matthew will start a family. Vanessa agrees wanting to know 
the same but when questioning Matthew, Theo more or less interrupt and Matthew decides to 
leave with Theo. 

Scene 2 - Girl Talk Moment 
Wynikka enters while Theo and Matthew were leaving. Wynikka wants Vanessa to open up about 
Matthew and her relationship because Vanessa thought she was losing Matthew.

Scene 3 - Mama Spill the Beans  
Reverend Sanders and Brenda arrives at the B.B. where Rev. Sanders discloses to her his illness 
and what his will have done when they get back home. Rev. Sanders doesn’t want any of his 
family to know of his problem.

Scene 4 - Oprah or Football
Everyone finally meets at the B.B. only to sense the hostility from Rev. Sanders towards Matthew 
as always.  Wynikka makes a spectacle of herself as always.

Scene 5 - Rev. Sanders Hidden Secret 
Mother Sanders catches the Rev. drinking and all hell breaks loose.
 
Scene 6 - Matthew Confronts his Mother
Matthew tries to tell his mother but she thinks its something else. She decides to tell Matthew 
about his father anyway.

Scene 7 - Heart to Heart Talk
Mother Sanders talking with Vanessa about her and Matthews’ relationship and what’s missing in 
it. Mother Sanders and Vanessa are joined by Wynikka in discussion about relationships and love. 
When trying to leave with Mother Sanders and Vanessa, Wynikka runs into Theo and decides to 
stay to comfort him. He refuses ‘of course’. They start talking about issues like DL and Matthew 
and his father walks in on the conversation. Matthew gets mad with Theo because of how he’s 
flirting with Wynikka. Matthew and his father talks about his relationship with Vanessa to which 
Matthew wants him to keep his opinions to himself.

SCENE BREAKDOWN
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Scene 8 - The Cat is Out of the Bag
Matthew and Theo alone in Theo’s room talking about what happened today (Wynikka walking by 
the room hearing the talking). She hears what was discussed about the D.L. and overhears the 
two talking like a couple. Wynikka walks in when Matthew and Theo kiss (NEED I SAY MORE).

Scene 9 - Thanksgiving Showdown
Everyone sitting around Thanksgiving dinner. Vanessa thinks Matthew is about to propose so 
Wynikka says she will tell Vanessa if Matthew doesn’t. Everything comes to light and afterwards 
Rev. Sanders tells Matthew and Theo to leave his house only to fall out and go to the hospital.
 

INTERMISSION

 
Scene 10 - The Apologies
Momma Sanders explains to Matthew about what he did for to Vanessa. Matthew finally faces 
Vanessa about the lies and deceits. Vanessa slaps Matthew.

Scene 11 - The Truth Hurts !!
Momma Sanders and Wynikka in the kitchen talking when Vanessa walks in. Wynikka and 
Vanessa talks about not letting hurt take control of you and how to heal with the help of god. 
Momma Sanders talks about how strong black women are.  Momma Sanders talks with Matthew 
about having Vanessa forgive him. Matthew tells his mother that he decided to give his father the 
transplant. Rev. Sanders refused the help from his son.

Scene 12 - A Son’s Love
Matthew back from giving his father the transplant at home on the couch healing. Matthew tells his 
mother how he did the transplant for her not his father. Matthew also tells his mother how she hid 
the father’s drinking and domestic abuse from them. Vanessa and Matthew finally make amends 
and she decides to forgive him. Rev. Sanders and Momma Sanders come in from the hospital 
and leaves Matthew and his father to talk. Rev. Sanders still disregarding Matthew and his choice 
of lifestyle. Momma Sanders tell her husband how their son saved his life. Rev. Sanders finally 
tell Matthew how he grew up with all the evils in his past that he kept hidden for all these years. 
Matthew explains to his father the difference of how he and his brother were treated. They both 
forgive each other with one final hug from his father (FINALLY).

Scene 13 - Forgiveness 
Vanessa moving on with her life about to be married and decided to speak with Matthew to ask for 
his forgiveness.
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CAST MEMBERS

NIAL MARTIN
Writer / Director / Producer

BENJAMIN CARLTON
as Matthew Sanders

ROBYN LAJOYA CHARLES
as Vanessa Clark

(Daughter of Ray Charles)

ALICIA SIMPSON
as Momma Sanders

DAVID TOLLIVER
as Rev. Daddy James Sanders

DUVONNE T. MOORE
as Wynnika Jones

(From No Jive Productions)

Cast is subject to change. 

SHERROD WILLIS
as Theo Martin

QUINCY T. BONDS
as Dr. Curtis

(From Tyler Perry’s “House of Payne”)

(From No Jive Productions) (From the music group “Men At Large”)
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Subject: His double life
From: Jessy Schuster

Such an emotional moment for me. His Double Life showed me a new aspect of the 
down low situation I had not focused on before. The internal pain one man can feel for 
being ashamed of his own sexuality and the turmoil he faces everyday while lying and 
cheating on his loved ones.

This play was different than movies or talk shows I had seen on the topic. It felt real 
and true. The actors portrayed the character in such manner that I actually forgot all 
about the theatre, the decor, the spectators.. I was watching real life. I was watching a 
true story.

A true story that hit close to home for me. Having been around  down low men, I 
could relate to it all. The difference with His Double Life is that it did not focus on the 
homosexuality alone, it was really about forgiveness and learning how to understand 
another human being before passing judgment.

The father and son relationship was the most emotional moment to me surprisingly. It 
reminded me of how crucial such relationship is for the well being of any men. Being 
able to accept yourself, live in your own body and be able to confront life are all related 
to the way you grew up and the paly portrayed this fact in a subtle yet powerful way.

I laughed, I cried, I simply felt..... That is the power of this play...you actually 
feel something. The dialogue was my favorite part. It did not feel forced, fake or 
exaggerated. The play had a great flow and was written as it was a true story. I think it 
should be mandatory for women and men who went through this or considering going 
through this to watch this play. It is impactful and truly portrayed how devastating such 
lies can be to not only a partner, but his entire family and his or her own life.
Two thumbs up are too cliché, I have to add : standing ovation.

FEEDBACK FROM VIEWERS
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NEWSPAPER / MAGAZINE ARTICLES
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By D. Kevin McNeir
kmcneir@miamitimesonline.om

Lazaro “Laz” Alonso, is a rare commod-
ity in Hollywood upper echelon of actors 
— he is a young, gifted man of color who 
has remained humble despite his grow-
ing list of accomplishments. His roots can 
be traced back to Cuba but he was born 
and raised in the hood — in Washington, 
D.C., where he says his parents moved so 
that they could make a better life for their 
only son. 

Alonso was one of many stars who 
were seen last week, posing for pictures 
and frequenting many of the hotspots in 
South Florida during the 15th Annual 
American Black Film Festival (ABFF). 
Fans may remember him from fi lms like 
Fast and Furious 4, Stomp the Yard, 
Avatar and Jumping the Broom. In fact, 
he has distinguished himself as one of 
the up-and-coming talents both on the 
silver screen and in television. And in his 
“spare time,” he dabbles in hip-hop and 
reggaeton music with “the Latin infl u-
ence” always apparent — he studied clas-
sical piano for seven years. 

He says he knew that he always wanted 
to be an actor, even standing in front of 
the mirror as a child to perform different 
roles, but delayed his dreams for more 
“realistic” opportunities — working on 
Wall Street in New York City at an invest-
ment banking fi rm after graduating from 
Howard University’s School of Business. 

“I worked for Merrill Lynch but I really 
hated it,” he said. “The work itself wasn’t 
hard — I just didn’t like Wall Street. 
When you’re doing something that isn’t 
your passion, it feels like you’re wasting 
time regardless of the money you’re mak-
ing.”

So what made the difference for Laz?     
                  Please turn to ALONSO 6C
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NO JIVE'
FOUNDER NIAL MARTIN MAKING HIS 

MARK IN SOUTH FLORIDA

By D. Kevin McNeir
kmcneir@miamitimesonline.om

Nial Martin knows the struggles that go with be-
ing a Black man in America. But when the issue 
of sexual identity is added to the mix, the com-
plexities become even more challenging. Now the 
founder and CEO of Miami-based No Jive Produc-
tions, Inc., founded in 1996, is bringing his stand-
out play that confronts all of these issues and 
more — “His Double Life” — back for an encore 
performance. 

And with a new cast of mostly local actors, a 
few surprise changes and the added bonus of the 
show being recorded for DVD fi lming, he thinks 
people will be more than satisfi ed with the produc-
tion. 

“His Double Life is the fi rst installment of a 
three-part series featuring Momma Sanders and 
the rest of her family,” Martin said. “One of our 
[No Jive Productions] goals is to open up dialogue 
within families so that there is better communica-
tion on a variety of issues. In this show the confl ict 
centers on a father who has diffi culty with his son 
because of his sexuality.” 

Jean Q, 28 and Britanny L. Smith, 23 are fea-
tured as Matthew Sanders (the embattled son) 
and Vanessa Clark (his girlfriend) who appear to 
be the perfect couple — longtime sweethearts 

since high school. But Matthew realizes that he is 
now harboring feelings for someone else — an-
other man named Theo Martin, played by Thomas 
Troy Brooks. And as he seeks clarity in his life, 
he fi nds himself walking down an unfamiliar and 
sometimes lonely path. 

“Black theater is needed to tell Black stories . . 
. it’s needed to stimulate audiences and arouse 
conversations about sensitive topics,” said Smith, 
a Miami native with Virgin Islands roots. “No Jive 
doesn’t play it safe in dealing with the theme 
of homosexuality, a less-than-perfect husband 
and the fragile relationship between a father 
and a son.” 

Jean Q, who has been acting for fi ve years, 
says that in many ways his real life mirrors 
the fi ctional character that he portrays. But 
even he has become more aware since be-
ing cast for the role. 

“Some will say that Matthew lives his 
double life as a lie but I disagree — he 
meant no harm and other sought approval 
and love,” Jean Q said. “But the key is 
that he wants people to accept him as he 
is not for what he isn’t. The show has caused me 
to reach back into my closet and feed on those 
moments of doubt I used to have about my sexual 
identity.”

                        Please turn to NO JIVE 2C

embraces his heritage

AFRO-CUBAN/ACTOR

Laz Alonso
Star of "Jumping the Broom" 
featured at Black fi lm festival

By Gene Demby

Spike Lee was recently feted at an ad in-
dustry event and honored with a lifetime 
achievement award for corporate brand-
building. But building the brand known 
as Spike Lee may have been his biggest 
accomplishment.

It's hard to remember now, but there was a 
time when the idea of the Air Jordan — the 
extravagantly colored Nike sneaker bearing 
the name of a certain bald basketball hero 
— was a novel, audacious idea. (Michael 
Jordan initially scoffed at the idea 
of wearing the shoes, saying they’d 
make him look like a clown, and 
the NBA went so far as to ban 
them.) That reaction by the league 
— and some iconic TV ads direct-
ed by Lee — helped make Michael 
Jordan and Nike totems of coun-
tercultural cool. (Jordan and     

         Please turn to LEE 2C

Spike Lee  gets Lifetime 
Achievement Award

By EURweb.com

“American Idol" judge Randy 
Jackson is looking to join Ander-
son Cooper and Katie 
Couric as newcomers 
in fall’s daytime talk 
show arena.

The Hollywood Re-
porter is citing sources 
who say Jackson, 
already a reality TV 
producer with MTV’s 
“Randy Jackson Pres-
ents America’s Best 
Dance Crew,” has been 
pitching a talk show 
concept to potential 
buyers around town. Despite his 
Grammy Award-winning music 
background, the show, which 
Jackson would front, would not be 
limited to musical guests.

“He wants to talk about things 
that will be hip next,” says one 
knowledgeable source. “He thinks 
he has his fi nger on the pulse.”

Meanwhile, “Ameri-
ca’s Best Dance Crew,” 
hosted by Mario Lopez, 
has been on the air for 
six seasons.

Earlier in his ca-
reer, Jackson spent 
eight years as the vice 
president of A&R at 
Columbia Records, fol-
lowed by four as senior 
vice president of A&R at 
MCA Records. He has 
also recorded, toured, 

performed and produced records 
for artists such as Madonna, 
Elton John and Whitney Houston, 
giving him plenty to chat about on 
a talk show.

Randy Jackson shopping 
for daytime talk show

JACKSON

 MIAMI, FLORIDA,  JULY 13-19, 2011

WATCH OUT TYLER — HERE COMESWATCH OUT TYLER — HERE COMES

NO JIVE'NO JIVE'NO JIVE'ss
FOUNDER NIAL MARTIN MAKING HIS 

since high school. But Matthew realizes that he is 
now harboring feelings for someone else — an-
other man named Theo Martin, played by Thomas 
Troy Brooks. And as he seeks clarity in his life, 
he fi nds himself walking down an unfamiliar and 

“Black theater is needed to tell Black stories . . 
. it’s needed to stimulate audiences and arouse 
conversations about sensitive topics,” said Smith, 
a Miami native with Virgin Islands roots. “No Jive 
doesn’t play it safe in dealing with the theme 
of homosexuality, a less-than-perfect husband 
and the fragile relationship between a father 

Jean Q, who has been acting for fi ve years, 
says that in many ways his real life mirrors 
the fi ctional character that he portrays. But 
even he has become more aware since be-

meant no harm and other sought approval 

that he wants people to accept him as he 
is not for what he isn’t. The show has caused me 
to reach back into my closet and feed on those 
moments of doubt I used to have about my sexual 

NO JIVE 2C

 MIAMI, FLORIDA,  JULY 13-19, 2011 MIAMI, FLORIDA,  JULY 13-19, 2011

HisDOUBLELife“

“
—Photo credit: Xavier Wilson

 THE MIAMI TIMES

19



20



21



22



Mr. Nial Martin 
Writer / Director / Producer / Author

Email
nial@nojiveproductions.org

Mr. Carlos A. Harris
Producer

Email
charris@nojiveproductions.org

Website
nojiveproductions.org

CONTACT INFORMATION
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